Love is patient. Love is kind.
1 Corinthians 13:4

| am a work in progress — a lifetime student in the school of learning to love my wife well. Though |
have known Rita since 7th grade (we couple skated at Archie’s skating rink), | feel like | am only begin-
ning to love her like she likes to be loved. Thankfully, she is patient with my snail’s pace progress all
these years. By God’s grace | will continue to give her my very best. So, from one imperfect husband to
another here are some ideas on how to better love our sweeties.

TALK

Rita loves me, but she really loves my words. My capacity for conversation is a mini-bike gas tank and
her’s is an eighteen wheeler fuel tank. Husbands normally need to engage more in eye to eye discus-
sions with their wives. We can use the excuse that we are tired, but when we are fatigued at work or a
sporting event we get caffeinated, so we can stay fired up. Whatever it takes men — we are called to
love our wives with our words. Show up, man up and speak up!

“Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only
what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it

may benefit those who listen”
Ephesians 4:29

LISTEN

Listening equals love. When we take the time to discern what our spouse is feeling by what they say —
we say | love you. It is what’s behind the words that matters most. Speech is a mirror of the soul. If your
wife says, “| am sad”, you can ask why and/or you can ask how you can help. Listening that loves seeks



to understand, not rush on when matters get emotional. With an empathic tone offer comfort first, not
how to’s of instruction. Warmly listening makes her feel loved.

“Be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry”

James 1:19

WORK

God made you to work. Your wife expects you to work. Work gives your spouse security. Retirement
for her is too much husband and not enough money! Especially if you don’t have to work — work. Work
helps you better understand God’s will. Work helps you relate to the rest of us. Work keeps you out of
trouble. Work gives you influence with those who work. Stay engaged in employment, so you can em-
ploy others in God’s kingdom. Your work announces: | love you!

“As long as it is day, we must do the work of him who sent me
[Jesus]. Night is coming, when no one can work”

John 9:4

PRAYER:

Heavenly Father lead me to love my wife like You love my wife.

APPLICATION:
What are some creative ways to love my wife well in this season of her life?

RELATED READINGS:
Genesis 2:2-3; Luke 13:10-17; John 17:4; Acts 20:35; Romans 16:12

Continue the journey with us each morning by signing up

for Wisdom Hunters free daily devotional email at




